
 

 

 

       
 

 
 
Press release  
 

Dutch greenhouse horticulture expertise brought to Australia to protect 
against extreme weather 
 
Zeist, 17 June 2026 - Australian greenhouse growers are set to benefit from specialised Dutch 
expertise to help them prepare for the impacts of climate change, including extreme weather. 
Through Achmea Farm Insurance in Australia, and in collaboration with Protected Cropping 
Australia, the national industry body for protected (greenhouse) horticulture, Hagelunie is bringing 
this expertise to Australian growers. Hagelunie is Achmea’s global specialist in greenhouse 
horticulture insurance. 
 
The collaboration focuses on practical knowledge sharing between growers, clients and specialists in 
Australia and the Netherlands: how to strengthen greenhouses, limit damage and help businesses 
better withstand extreme weather. Achmea Farm Insurance is working closely with Hagelunie to 
bring that expertise to the sector. 
 
“At Achmea, we are pleased to be working with growers and the wider sector in Australia to help 
strengthen business resilience, thereby contributing to Australian food production,” said Marie 
Groenhof, Global Head of Greenhouse Horticulture at Achmea. 
 
Key role for greenhouses 
The collaboration brings together Achmea’s expertise in insurance and prevention with the strong 
industry leadership of Protected Cropping Australia, the national industry body for the sector. 
Hagelunie’s specialist knowledge of risks in greenhouse horticulture will help growers better protect 
their greenhouses, employees, crops and infrastructure. 
 
In Australia, a growing share of food is produced in greenhouses and other protected environments,  
can improve food production efficiency under the right conditions. The sector is worth more than  
€ 2.7 billion and plays an important role in food supply and employment. 
 
The Netherlands is a global leader in greenhouse horticulture 
A key part of the collaboration is sharing knowledge and experience, drawing on international 
examples and practical solutions. Expertise from leading greenhouse horticultural countries, such as 
the Netherlands, is being shared with Australian growers. This includes knowledge on future-proof 
and resilient greenhouse structures that are better able to withstand climate risks such as extreme 
rainfall, storms, heat and drought. It also covers safe business operations, with a focus on 
successfully and safely implementing innovations that contribute to sustainable and efficient 
cultivation methods. 
 
Through this collaboration, Australian growers gain better insight into how to strengthen their 
businesses and adapt to a changing climate. This aligns with growers’ need not only to insure against 
damage but, above all, to prevent it. At the same time, Hagelunie also gains valuable knowledge and 
practical experience from Australia through this collaboration, further strengthening its international 
expertise in greenhouse horticulture. 
 
Through the partnership with Achmea Farm Insurance and Protected Cropping Australia, Achmea 
underlines the importance of working with partners to reduce risks, share knowledge and help 
growers respond to climate-related and other risks. 

 



 

 

 

 
 
For further information:  
 
Bart Audenaert  
Corporate spokesperson Achmea  
+31 6 16 55 63 19 
bart.audenaert@achmea.nl    
 
About Achmea  
Achmea is a broad financial services provider based in the Netherlands. The company also has an international 
presence, operating in countries including Türkiye, Greece, Cyprus, Slovakia, Australia, Germany, Spain, and 
Romania. In the Dutch market, Achmea operates through well-known brands such as Centraal Beheer, 
Interpolis, and Zilveren Kruis. We help people get on with their lives when it really matters. For 215 years, we 
have been there for and because of our customers, as well as for society at large. Together with our customers 
and partners, we work towards finding solutions for major social issues relating to health, living and working, 
mobility and income. In doing so, we create sustainable value for our customers, our employees, our company 
and society. Previous generations have been able to rely on us, and future generations can do so too.  
 
In 2025, Achmea’s customers contributed € 27.5 billion in premiums, € 2.2 billion of this being to our 
international activities. Achmea is the market leader in the Netherlands for non-life and health insurance, and 
is a top three player in pensions and life insurance. Through Retirement Services, Achmea offers consumers, 
employers and institutional clients a complete package of products and services. We do this through Achmea 
Pension & Life Insurance, Achmea Investment Management, Achmea Real Estate, Achmea Bank, Achmea 
Mortgages, Achmea Pension Services and Centraal Beheer PPI.  
 
Achmea employs approximately 18,000 full-time equivalents (FTEs) worldwide, with over 14,000 based in the 
Netherlands. 
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